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PRESERVE OUR MOUNTAIN PARKS

OPPQSE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHEVIOT MINE




MiINE CONSTRUCTION THREATENS THE
INTEGRITY OF JASPER NATIONAL PARK

By Gray Jones

Executive Director, WCWC Alberta Branch
Nowhere in Alberta [s there a more polarized environ-
mental / economic issue than the issue surrounding the
proposed twenty-three kilometre long strip mine for the
Mountain Park area, on the Jasper Park boundary. It has

boiled down to the classic scenerio of jobs versus the
environment.

It has boiled down to the classic
scenerio of jobs versus the
environment.

It could be argued that the citizens of Hinton, the poli-
ticians and proponents supporting the mine are feeding
into the well-known ‘boom and bust’ cycles, which have
plagued the other energy industry - the oil and gas in-
dustry, for years.

Cardinal River Coals only has o guaranteed three year
contract for supplying coal to it's Japanese customers.
New technologies and markets coming on line may make
Cardinal River Coal's scheme not economically viable
for a large part of it's proposed thirty year duration.

New methods of smelting iron have recently been de-
veloped that nequire little or no coking coal, like the prod-
uet to be mined at CRC'S proposed Cheviot Mine. One
of these new smelting methods is called the ‘pulverized
coal injection’ or PCI process. In this process much
chuaper grades of coal can be used. In the taiga of Sibe-
ria, China and Australia there are huge, largely untapped
supplies of coal which are coming on line and could be
delivered to Japan much cheaper, because of lower wages
and transportation costs to Cardinal River Coal’s present
Japanese customers. There is a distinet possibility that
the coal produced by the Cheviot Mine may not be com-
petitive an the world market and that the proposed mine,
not being able to compete, may have to close. If the mine
is forced to close, the jobs disappear and this could have
dizsastrous effects on the economy and society of Finton

This proposed 'boom and bust’ industry is not sus-
tainable development, We have to look at alternatives.. .
Many organizations which track economic trends have
predicted by the year 2010, tourism will probably be
the world's largest industry, That means that largely
pristine and interesting destinations, like Mountain Park
will be needed to support future tourist industries.

It has been well publicized that the ecological integrity
of our mountain parks, including Jasper are under in-
tense pressure from development and increased tour-
ism. There is a great probability that more grizzlies are
dying than being born in Jasper National Park because

of train mortalities and increased human pressures on
their habitat. Arcas surrounding and buffering Jasper,
therefore become increasingly important as wildlife cor-
ridors, habitats and refuges for for species including
the wolf, wolverine and the beleaguered grizzly bear,
Mountain Park and the area encompassed by Cardinal
River Coals is arguably a mostimportant wildlife habi-
tat, refuge and corridor network for Jasper National
Park. With increasing numbers of tourists visiting Jas-
per National Park each year, there is a distinct possibil-
ity that tourist numbers may be ‘capped’ in the future
to protect the ecological integrity of the park. That could
mean that beautiful Mountain Park, the Cardinal River
Divide and surrounding aron could support a vibrant
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tourist and eco-tourist industry employing many local
people, A sustainable industry which could infinitely
outlast the maximum thirty vear duration of the pro-
posed mine, In order to have such an industry, the sub-
tle alpine environments, scenery and species diversity
must be kept intact. No visitor wants to visit man-macde
lakes, creck drainages full or rubble and rehabilitated
slopes covered in one or two species of non-native
grasses. The quality of the area must be preserved
through time.

The sensitive area nestled in the rocky Mountain foot-
hills, known as Mountain Park [5 arguably an eco-musee
or living museum. It is a place where natural and hu-
man history converge. Mountain Park has become a
treasure for many Canadians and an increasing number
of international tourists, who participate in hiking,
birding, other naturalist activities and horse-back rid-
ing in the area

Mountain Park has become a treasure for
many Canadians and international
tourists who participate in hiking, birding
and horse-back riding in the area,

Mountain Park, with it's web of creeks, rivers and ex-
traordinary alpine, sub-alpine and valley habitats and
their associated ecosystems is under immediate threat
from the Cardinal River Conl's proposed massive
twenty-three kilometre long open pit mining operation
- thee Cheviot Mine.

The Western Canadia Wilderness Committee s well
aware of the cultural and historical significance of
Mountain Park to generations of Albertans, directly re
lated by family roots to the old town site. This is the
human part of the equation and we support their de-
sire to maintain the integrity of the aren. ot o g 1
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1 bannod in other countries in favour of
e 19308 and 1940,

* 50 per cont of the nock has to be removed befons the coal can be removed. .
* The coal being removed bs coklng coal, The market for coking coal haw been stoadily declining diie to
ﬂmdwdopnmln!mtndmo&u Y s

* Australian mines that are currently being developed are much claser to the Asian matkets that CRC

wishes to sell coal too. The coal from these mines will be also be much less expensive than

* CRC's own assessment of the Cheviot mine proposal acknowledges that there will be “unmitigable
losses to camnlvore habitat.”

* CRC has offered to make money available: for regional research but they refitse to say how much maney
or who will decide mmz necessary to compensate for “unmitigable hm‘t:?mﬁmhhhim.’
OCRCmmdywlumﬁulwmumdﬂmhndwmh&wwmm.‘mumuucynho
notes that it will 40 to 50 years before the vegetation in the area cven resembles existing plant communi-
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The Cheviot mine
will consist of
32 pits each pit

being a staggering

1-2 km. wide and
1/2 km. deep.

CRC's own
assessment of the
mine proposal
acknowledges
that there will be
“unmitigable
losses to carnivore
habitat.”

JASFER NATIONAL PARK

Prorosen MOUNTAIN
PARK AREA

BANFE NATIONAL PARK
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THE IMPORfrANCE OF MossES 10 THE ECOSYSTEM

By Dale H. Vitt » Devonian Botanical Garden

Mosses: these small, inconspicu-
ous, and seenmungly unimportant
plants can, in fact, be dominant
parts of the boreal forest and in
same ecosystems they are very im-
pattant - cconomically (peat moss)
and ccologically (feather mosses),
controlling water balance, nutrient
flow, and scidity, At Mountain
Park, they are common and species
rich. The are hax been reported (o
be o orefugium for plants during st
least o part of the lust gluciaton
This makes the area o rich geologi-
cal tonching aren, But perhips more
tmportantly, the arca hosts o rich
Ablige of rare plants. In the
wince of Alberta, some of these
oceur only in the mountain park
area; others oceur only al 2-3
other places in the province,

One rare moss 8 known only
from one waterfall near
Whitehorse Creek and from
one other locality in Jasper
National Park where it was
originally collected in the
carly 1800's and has not
been refound since

Several other mosses reach
theit southernmost station in
North America st Mountain
Park. Although the area has
certainly been studied over
the years through casual col
lections and observations,
really no one with specinl-

Mass disturbance of this area would
forever eliminate these critical

habitats that no restoration effort can " ' ollow
ever replace.

ized expertise in these plants has
done a detailed inventoryof the
area. So, without a chance to study
the area in some detail, we will
never know what might be there

g Surcly other sigmificantly rare spe
¥ cles ocour in the arca and await dis
' covery, Mass disturbance of this

wrea would eliminate these cnitical
habitats that no restoration effon
can reploce,

I Alberta and Canada 15 (0 have
nny international respect after sign

ihg the Rio de Janiero treaty on en-
dangered species, then how can
species known in the country from
less than five localities and thus
pootentially endangered in Canady,
be destroyed by such developments
as planned here. It is ume
we upheld our interna

tional agreements and sct
an example for other coun

Moss often is the first in
dicator that something is
Wrong with an ccosystem.
AS SvIvors [rom a time
before the last ice age
mare than 10,000 years
ago, they provide special
insight into what life
might been like back then
and they can continue to
provide insight tnto what
1ife i Hike now, They are
neCessry.
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Large carnivores
such as Grizzlies
require corridors at
least one kilometre
in width to travel
through
developments such
as the proposed
Cheviot mine,

Cardinal River Coal
'has refused to
consider such

corridors in its plan.
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Our major concerns about the project are environmen-
tal. Within the proposal submitted by CRC there are
plans for settling and containment ponds for mine tail-
Ings, process chemicals and other effluents,

These proposed installations ane not state of the art and
represent a very outdated

> A | o m- “ _—‘
SAVE MoOUNTAIN PARK FOR THE FUTURE!

forcement of the Federal Fisheries Act should be of para- |
mount importance (o all Albertans. ‘

The currently known vascular flora of the Candingl DI
vide area total 277 speaes. Of these, 35 ar 12% of the
flora are iImportant because they are either rare (Packer

and Bradley, 1984) or geo-

and dangerous technology,
which in many parts of the
world has been replaced by
dewatering the coal which al-

graphically significant

The mine only ensures jobs for five  and wsually disjunct
to thirty years, at the expense of

(Packer and Vitt, 1974,
Mortimer, 1978). An ex-

leviates most needs for set- valuable gﬁZZly and alpine habitats ample of four species that

ting ponds, The area includ-
ing and surrounding Moun-
tain Park 18 subject to flood-
ing during years of high snow
pack, precipitation and rapid
snow-melt, If these settling

are rare and digjunct in-

and jobs for our children in a future  clude Artemisia barealis,
thriving tourist industry for the
Mountain Park area.

Carix misandra, Erigeron
radicatus, Lesquercelln
artica and Rhododendron
lapponicum.

ponds do not hold and over-
Mlow, water qualities and important fish habitats in the
McLeod River and it's tnbutaries could be seriously
degraded,

The plan to flood minig plts with water, including one
huge pit to be called McLeod Lake, while dumping rock
debris into the Thormton Creek and the beaputiful
Thomton Creek Valley is an abomination.

The fish which will be adversely affected by rock de-
bris in creek drainages and effluent contamination in
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Through communications with Dr, John G, Packer, Pro-
fessor Emeritus, Botany, University of Alberta, we have
learned that the entire area encompassed by the pro-
posed mine is full of unique alpine flora that survived
the last fee-advance and were not destroyed by glacia-
tion. They are part of a unique and rare refugium and
there also is convincing evidence that some insects and
arthropods also survived in this area, Dr. Packer
states..."This is another reason why this fragile alpine
system should not be destroyed in this area and those
adjacent. It will however take all of our best efforts to
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clude the only natve species of alniibow trout fouarnd
in tributaries in the arva, the Athabascan Rammbow trout,
(found only in the Athabasca drainage, in the whole
world) and the endangered Bull trout. Protection of
these rare fish species, their habitats and absolute en.

h I e ke groes el 3 o v v
jobs for five (o thirty years, at the expense of valuable
grizzly and alpine habitats and jobs for our children in
a future thriving tourist industry for the Mountain Park
anca
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